REGULATION 

ON THE INTERNATIONAL CONTEST AMONG YOUNG READERS “LIVE CLASSICS”
2020
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.1. The international contest among young readers “Live classics” (hereinafter - the Contest) is the competitive event in reading aloud (recitation) of fragments from prose works by Russian writers.

1.2. The participants admitted to participation in the contest shall be 10-17 years of age inclusive at the moment of holding of qualifying rounds of the international final stage of the Contest (May 2020).

1.3. The Contest is held annually.

1.4. The language of the Contest is Russian.

1.5. Participation in the Contest is free of charge.

1.6 The Contest is supported by Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation and Federal Agency for the Commonwealth of Independent States Affairs, Compatriots Living Abroad, and International Humanitarian Cooperation (ROSSOTRUDNICHESTVO)

GOALS AND AIMS OF THE PROJECT

2.1. Promotion, preservation and support of the Russian language abroad.

2.2. Promotion of Russian culture abroad.
2.3. Development of international cooperation in the sphere of education and culture.
2.4. Support of interest in the Russian language among children from bilingual families.
2.5. Advancement of interest in literature among children and young people.
2.6. Improvement of the literacy level among fellow countrymen.
2.7. Broadening of the reading horizons of children.
2.8. Development of the skills of appropriate perception and apprehension of the information presented in printed form.
2.9. Revival of traditions of family reading.
2.10. Search for and support of talented children.
ORGANIZER OF THE CONTEST AND ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
3.1. Founder and organizer of the Contest- “Live classics” Foundation (hereinafter – the Organizer).
3.2. Organization and holding of the Contest are managed by the organizing committee (hereinafter – the Organizing committee). It is formed of the representatives of the Ministry of education of the Russian Federation, Rossotrudnichestvo (i.e. the Federal Agency for CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States) Affairs, Compatriots Living Abroad and International Humanitarian Cooperation), Rospechat (i.e. the Federal Agency for Press and Mass Communications), “Russkiy Mir” (Russian World) Foundation, “Live classics” Foundation, figures of culture and arts, teachers of the Russian language and literature.
3.3. Organization and holding of the Contest in foreign countries are managed by the national-level curators: representatives of Rossotrudnichestvo, public figures, teachers of the Russian language and literature, teachers working within the framework of the system of supplementary education, librarians. If needed, the national-level curator may independently appoint regional and school-level curators of the Contest in his/her country.
3.4. National-level curators of the Contest are appointed and approved by the international curator of the Contest (see Contact info).
3.5. National-level curators shall register on the web-site of the Contest http://www.youngreaders.ru and inform the international curator of the Contest about this. Without registration on the web-site and coordination of his/her candidacy with the international curator of the Contest the position of the national-level curator is regarded as invalid.
3.6. The national-level curator shall create the group of the Contest in his/her country in social networks (Facebook, Vkontakte) and send the link to the said group by e-mail to the international curator of the Contest (see Contact info).
3.7. The national-level curator shall put online at least four posts a month.

3.8. National-level curators approve the panel of judges of the Contest in their countries. The panel shall consist of 3-7 judges. The panel of judges shall include writers, actors, film/stage directors, literary scholars, public figures, figures of culture and arts, teachers of literature and the Russian language, representatives of Rossotrudnichestvo. The chair of the panel of judges shall be replaced every year. One and the same chair of the panel of judges shall not be elected twice.
3.9. The lineup of the panel of judges in the national-level final round is agreed with the international curator of the Contest at least two weeks before the final round.
3.10. The international curator of the Contest posts the contact details of the national-level curators on the official web-site of the Contest http://www.youngreaders.ru
COUNTRIES-PARTICIPANTS OF THE CONTEST
4.1. The list of the countries-participants of the Contest is formed of the basis of the applications filed on the web-site http://www.youngreaders.ru 
4.2. The period for filing applications for taking part in the Contest from foreign participants: from October 1, 2019 till January 15, 2020.
PROCEDURE OF TAKING PART IN THE CONTEST

5.1. Participation in the Contest is free of charge.

5.2. The admitted age bracket of participants: from 10 to 17 years old inclusive.

5.3. The Contest is held for everyone willing to take part in it, without shortlisting. It is not allowed to refuse a child to take part in the Contest as well as to force a child to participate in the Contest.

5.4. In the course of the Contest participants recite from memory or by using the printed text (using the text is allowed only in the preliminary qualifying round and is strictly inadmissible in the final rounds of the Contest) the fragment from any prose work by any Russian or foreign author in the Russian language.

5.5. Children who study the Russian language as a foreign language may use the printed text at all stages of the competition/

5.5. Duration of the recital of each participant- from 2 to 5 minutes. Exceeding of the time limit is not allowed.

5.6. During the recital participants may use background music, stage scenery and/or costumes. Using background music, stage scenery and/or costumes is not taken into account when marking the recital and does no constitute a recommendation.

5.7. Every participant of the Contest recites the fragment single-handedly and shall not resort to help of other people during the recital.

5.8. Winners and finalists of the contests of previous years take part in the Contest in accordance with the usual practice. That said, they must choose fragments from other works for recital.

5.9. In case a participant violates the rules of holding of the Contest, the organizer may bar him/her from further participation in the Contest.

PROCEDURE OF HOLDING OF THE ROUNDS OF THE CONTEST

6.1. The international Contest is held in the format of in-person recital in the countries-participants.

6.2. The Contest may be held by correspondence only if the terms and conditions of its holding have been agreed with the international curator of the Contest.

6.3. The Contest is held among the participants who are registered on the official web-site of the Contest http://www.youngreaders.ru. The Contest participant may also be registered by his/her legal representative (parents, adoptive parents, guardians and caregivers, representatives of such institutions as orphanages, homes for the disabled, representatives of child protection agencies).
6.4. The SPAs for holding of the Contest at schools shall inform the participants about the need to register on the web-site http://www.youngreaders.ru and admit for participation in the Contest only those children and teenagers who are registered.
6.5. The decision about holding of preliminary qualifying rounds (at the level of schools, districts, cities) is made by the national-level curator of the Contest on the basis of the number of applications from participants. In case of holding of the said rounds the national-level curator in the 'My account' on the web-site http://www.youngreaders.ru indicates in the list of the participants those participants who have successfully passed the shortlisting at the level of schools, districts, cities. These participants are carried over to the list of the “Actual participants of the national-level round”.

6.6. A national-level curator posts on the web-site http://www.youngreaders.ru the information about the place and time of holding of the national-level round of the Contest not later than on February 10, 2020.
6.7. In case a participant can't attend the national-level round, he/she shall video his/her recital and send the video to the national-level curator of the Contest, as well as to the curator of the international Contest in Russia (see “Contact info” section) on or before March 5, 2018. The video recital shall be demonstrated and assessed within the framework of online Contest.
6.8. The winners of the national-level round become the participants of the international final round held at “Artek” International Children's Camp.
6.9. For the winners of the national-level round of the in-person Contest to participate in the international final round of the Contest the national-level curator shall on or before March 20, 2020 send to the Organizer the report on holding of the national-level round of the Contest, as well as provide the Organizing Committee with the information about the tickets to Simferopol (to “Artek” International Children's Camp) for the winners and accompanying persons.
6.10. The report on holding of the Contest in the country shall include: at least 5-7 publications about the Contest in local mass media, photos from the national-level final round and assessment sheets of all members of the panel of judges.
RECITALS ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
7.1. The recitals of participants are assessed by using the ten-point grading scale.
7.2. The recitals are evaluated using the following criteria:
- choice of the text of the work; organicity of the chosen work for the reader;
- depth of penetration into the image system and semantic structure of the text;
- correct speech and articulation;
- ability to exert esthetic, intellectual and emotional influence on the audience.

7.3. Contestants are encouraged to choose the work independently. That said, when choosing the text contestants may resort to help of parents, relatives, teachers, librarians and/or friends. The organizer of the Contest is recommended to offer the participants the works of Russian writers of XIX-XX centuries, modern Russian writers.

STAGES AND TIME-FRAMES OF THE CONTEST

8.1. Registration of participants on the web-site http://www.youngreaders.ru:

Time-frame: October 1, 2019 – January 15, 2020.

8.2. Holding of preliminary qualifying rounds at the level of schools, districts, cities (at the discretion of the national-level curator of the Contest).

Venue- schools, libraries, culture centers.

Time-frame: January 16 – March 1, 2020.

8.3. National-level final round.

The venue is determined by the national-level curator.

Time-frame: March 1 – 15, 2020.

8.4. International final round.

Venue- “Artek” International Children's Center.

Time-frame: May, 2020.

8.5 Super-final 

Venue – Red Square

Time-frame: 1 – 6 of June, 2020
NUMBER OF CONTESTANTS AND WINNERS OF THE ROUNDS OF THE CONTEST

9.1. The number of the participants of the Contest is not limited.

9.2. The number of the winners of the Contest in preliminary qualifying rounds- 3 persons per one round (school/district/city).

9.3. The number of the winners in the national-level round- 3 persons.

9.4. The members of the panel of judges shall choose the winners of the national-level round in three categories:

First category: children from Russian families living abroad (0-1 winner);

Second category: children from bilingual families (1-2 winners);

Third category: children who study the Russian language as a foreign language (1-2 winners).

9.5. The national-level curator at his/her own discretion makes the decision on dividing participants into age groups. Dividing participants into age groups is not the compulsory condition of the Contest.

9.6. The number of the winners in the international final round- 3 persons.

CATEGORIES AND AWARDS

10.1. Every participant of the Contest receives the participation certificate by e-mail (the certificate is posted in 'My account' on the web-site http://www.youngreaders.ru).

10.2. The winners of the national-level round of the Contest shall be the three participants who have scored best in the said round. They are awarded with the “Diploma of the winner of the national-level round of the international Contest of young readers “Live classics” (the diploma sample is posted in 'My account on the web-site) and with the voucher for “Artek” International Children's Center.

10.3. The winners of the international final round of the Contest shall be the three participants who have scored best in the said round. They are awarded with the “Diploma of the finalist of the international Contest of young readers “Live classics” and with the gifts from the sponsors of the Contest.

FUNDING OF THE CONTEST

11.1. The vouchers for “Artek” International Children's Center are provided by “Live classics” Foundation. The expenses of participants related to travelling to the venue of the final and super final rounds are paid for by the sending party or by the legal representatives of the Contest participants.

11.2. Organization and holding of the international final round of the Contest at “Artek” International Children's Center are funded at the expense of the Ministry of education of the Russian Federation.

CONTACT INFO

Curator of the international Contest in Russia- Liliia Shafranskaia

international@youngreaders.ru
Skype: Liliia Shafranskaia

tel.: +7 911 723 33 15
